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Business Adventurer 
Passing of Old Warner Home in East Avenue Stirs Memories of ^Builder, 

Hulbert Harrington Warner, Safe Salesman Extraordinary, Patent Medicine King, 

,< Promoter of Nostrums and Oil Wells, and Liberal Patron of Art, Science, 

as First President of Chamber of Commerce, GaveThirteen-

se Dinners, Erected Observatory for Friend, Spent Millions, 

and Died Poor and Obscure. 

T h e o l d W a r n e r h o m e o n 

By JOHN F. GUTTENBERG 
Demolition of the <Md Warner 

homestead at Goodman Street 
and East Avenue, to make way 
for the new home of the Seneca 
Club, has revived memories of 
the spectacular career its build
er and first owner, the late-
Hubert Harrington Warner, who 
In the hey-day of his many-
tided career occv.jucd a large 
place In the business, political, 
and social life of Rochester. 

Possessor of s.ngu'.ar physical 
and mental resou: ces. the build
er of the homestead which is 
now almost completely leveled 
was a busy citizen, a patron of 
the arts and. until financial re
verses overtook him, wore the. 
reputation of a philanthrop-st 
and big: business man. ^ 

Man of Many Affair* 
Among a singuiarly varied list 

of activities. Mr. Warner was the 
founder of the Warner Safe Cure 
Company, a patent medicine 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g establishment, 
was the first president of the 
Rochester Chamber of Com
merce, and was a principal con
tributor to the old observatory 
that still bears his name on the 
gray stones that rear skyward at 
Arnold Park and East Avenue. 

Nevertheless, for all of his 
Civic cffort-3, his contribution to 
relieve the suffering of man
kind and his peculiar adventures 
In business, when Hul*5e:t i . . . -
rington Warner died in Minnea
polis in 1923 at the age of 81. he 
was a comparatively obscure 
man. 

It is related of the erstwhile 
• patent medicine king that he 
was a "good sport.' as well as 
a devoted patron of the sports 
of his day; that he accepted 
good fortune with a smile, and 
met reverses with the same im
perturbable self-confi'iem-p; that 
when he was licked, he was just 
as close-mouthed about what had 
happened as h» was spectacular 
In his spending? after some big 
success. 

Knew Value of Publicity 
He believed firmly in the value 

of advertiing; and one who re
members the scope of certain of 
his operations and the manner 
tn which he made the world 
acquainted with them, recalls 
him as ''one of the greatest pub
licity hounds I ever knew—at 
least 40 years ahead of his time 
In that respect. Don"t you re
member the baseball teams he 
sent around the world, and the 
yacht races he patronized ?" 

Warner was both an innovator 
and a shrewd user of time worn 
methods in promotion. An in
ternational operator, his dealings 
In patent medicine involving two 
continents and the British Isles. 
He conducted oil schemes in the 
Pennsylvania fields and in 
Mexico and his picturesque fig
ure was as familiar to manipula
tors in London. Vera Cruz and 
Tampico as it was to financiers 
to New York and Philadelphia. 

gold Safes 
W'arner "first achi-ved notor

iety because of his unusual sue-
e s s as a salesman here from 
1*73 to 1876. 

Born at Van Buren on Jan. 1ft, 
1M2, he came to Rochester in 
1870 as a district agent for a 
Cincinnati safe company. The 
TO's were the years of an oil boom 
in Pennsylvania and Warner was 
quick to see an accessory future 
in the riches which gushed 
through the shale formations 
there. CHI companies were mak
ing fortunes overnight, and they 
must have safes in which to store 
their wealth He conducted a 
•ales campaign in the oil district. 
and was so successful that soon 
ha ba4 • safe business of a l t 

East Avenue that is to be replaced by the new Seneca Club 
building. 

own. H:« business was so "safe." 
it survived the panic of 1573 un
scathed. By 1876. his company 
was clicking along with the rep
utation of a $2,500,000 turnover 
annually. 

Spiling to Warner was a "high 
pressure" matter. He spared 
himself no tasks in his efforts to 
get customers, and he knew no 
regular business hours. Everyone 
he met was a "prospect." and to 
all he devoted his entire resources 
of conversation and persuasion. 
His methods stamp him as one 
of the first of the arch-pedd!crs 
of Western New York, and for 
years he was one of the most 
successful. 

'Discovery' of Remedy 
But the irregularity of his 

personal habits wore him down 
phy.cally. and memories of him 
depict the premier safe salesman 
as broken in health and forsaken 
by physicians. One of the 
writers fashioned this yarn: 

"Warner was a physical wreck 
and was not expected to live 
more than six months. Through 
some providential suggestion. 
however he happened upon " a 
simply compounded specific kid
ney disorder from which he suf
fered. It cured him in less than 
a year. Then, out of the fullness 
of his heart, he decided to give 
the remedy to the world." 

Although that sounds like a 
testimonial for a patent medicine, 
it must be admitted that wher
ever the suggestion came from, 
and despite the circumstances, it 
was providential for Warner. 
For in 1379 he began to manu
facture the remedy under the 
name of "Warners Safe Cure" 
His first factory was in the old 
T-mcs-L'nion Building in Aque
duct Street. The business devel
oped rapidly, and by the ROs was 
regarded as one of The most en
terprising in the city. 

As the business increased in 
scope, other curatives were added 
to the output, and in 1884. having 
been obliged to enlarge quarters 
on three different locations, Mr. 
W'arner decided to build an up-
to-date plant. He had erected 
the eight-story building which 
to this day occupies 72-90 St. 
Paul Street. It cost a half-mil-
Iion dollars, and at the time of 
its completion was hailed as the 
creation of a far-sighted business 
man. 

The Warner Safe Cure Com
pany was in a large measure re
sponsible for the growth of postal 
service In this city. The volume 
of mall It received daily was so 
immense that It became impos
sible for mail clerks to cancel the 
envelopes by hand. As a result, 
the first automatic canceling ma
chine seen hereabouts was in
stalled to expedite handling of 
the Warner mail. 

Smashed ia Panfe of IMS 
Incorporation of the business in 

1890 indicated further expansion. 
• By that time Mr. Warner had 

forsaken the safe business in or
der to devote his attentions ex
clusively to patent medicine mar
keting Expansion with Mr. War
ner was nothing to be attempted 
in small measures. His company 
was well on the way to being the 
leading single institution of its 
kind in the world when the panic 
of 1R&5 came. 

Warner was among those hard
est hit. The nation was in such 
dire straits that no capital 
could be obtained on this contin
ent. The head of the firm was 
not discouraged, however, and 
embarked for England to solicit 
British capital Ultimately, be
cause London bankers were un
willing to invest without • direct 

Hulbert Harrington 
Warner as he ap . 
peared shortly be
fore his financial 

reverses. 

years of study and research. 
Jt was of white Lock port sand

stone. The interior was finished 
In native woods, and the projert 
is said to have cost $100,000. In 
the observatory dome, which rises 
to the right of the house, a tele
scope which is reputed to have 
cort $13,000 was installed after 
a popular subscription had un
derwritten expenses. Hiram 
Sibley provided a star spectro
scope, the only one in use At 
the time, and Don Alonzo Wat
son donated a sidereal clock for 
the observatory. There Professor 
Swift worked and made his home 
until 181H, when he became direc
tor of the Lowe Observatory at 
Echo Mountain. Calif. 

Abandoned as Observatory 
Early in the Twentieth Century, 

when automobile traffic in East 
Avenue caused vibrations of an 
intensity sufficient to negate the 
value of observations made on the 
Arnold Park site, the haven of 
local astronomers was given up. 
In 1803, when what is now the 
Third Presbyterian Church was 
erected In East Avenue at Meigs 
Street, the church building lim-
mited the range of the telescope. 
Consequently, when Professor 
Swift left for California, he took 
with him as an expression of 
gratitude for the work he had 
done here much of the observa
tory equipment. 

Dr. John Pixley Munn, chair-

% 

-Construction 
will b* start-
«d as soon 
as possible. 

i n 1802. My gold medals were 
earned from observations made 
on the old Duffy cider mill In 
Rochester I discovered at the 
Warner Observatory there, 930 
new nebulae and 400 at the 
Lowe Observatory In California." 

Born at Clarkson in 1820, the 
son of General Lewis Swift; be
cause of an infirmity, received 
when he was 13, which unfitted 
him to do farm work, young 
Swift managed to obtain a better 
education than his brothers. The 
independent discovery of the great 
comet of 1843 stimulated his in
terest in the study that be mad* 
his life's work. Until 1482, wnen 
Mr. Warner built the observatrry 
for him. he was obliged to m.-ke 
his observations in his spare 
moments. He describes some of 
the difficulties and hardships con
nected with his discoveries. 

•In 1871," he writes, "I removed 

to Rochester where X was a hard
ware merchant by day and a 
comet seeker by night. My rest* 
dence was on Ambrose Street, 
and my observing place was ia 
an adjoining dark alley, wbera 
1 would lie tn the dirt all night.'' 

While at work one night Aasxm 
Bigelow, one of the proprietors of 
the Duffy cider mill, discovered 
him by chance and gave him per* 
mission to use the roof of the 
mill for his observation*. 

The success that Professor 
Swift enjoyed must have been a 
source of gratification to Warner, 
when in his later year* boslnsea 
depression and failure overtook 
him. Dr. Swift received an boa* 
orary Ph. D , from the Univar* 
sity of Rochester in WO, a n * 
was also made a Fellow of the 
Royal Astronomical Society a t 
London and of ' ' • • • ^ 

1 

Lewia Swift, scientist 
and astronomer 

T h e Warner observatory in which Lewis Swift s 
\ observ 

tudied and completed some of hi» moat important 
ations. 

hand in the business, and owing 
to the fact 'hat Warner did not 
favor any meddling in something 
he believed best managed in his 
hands, an English corporation 
tocl: over the Warner Safe Cure 
Company. 

Specific detai!s of the crash 
were never divulged, but that the 
organizer of the compare, the 
man said to have been solely re
sponsible for its valuable recipe 
rights, had lost almost everything, 
was soon apparent. He was 
forced to dispose of his East 
Avenue mansion, a magnificent 
summer home on an island m the 
St. Lawrence River, the etght-

Titory building In St. Paul Street, 
his stables, dog kennels, and 
other properties 

Took Pride in Trophies 
Th? place at East Avenue and 

Goodman Street, which had been 
a source of pride to some Roch
ester citizens, who were wont to 
point to it in awe, meant more 
to its inhabitant. A ftricier of 
expensive trophies. Mrt Warner 
took great pride in his pnascs-
sions. and never stinted him*r'f 
In that direction. Yet, when *ie 
Buffered m.-. fortune, nothing was 
kept for himself, and he said 
very little about it. Betwren the 
time of the mansions abaadon-
ment bv its original owner and 
the purchase last year by the 
Seneca Club. It was owned by 
the Griesheimer family, which tor 
a long time held a controlling 
interest In the Union Clothing; 
Company in Main Street East 

After Mr Warner sold out his 
rights to the patent medicine 
business, ne left Rochester and 

engaged in enterprises in Mexico, 
but later established his residence 
in New York and Philadelphia. 
He returned to the city in 1911 
with plans for launching another 
pa'ent medicine business but the 
affair feil through, and he went 
to Minneapolis. Ho died in that 
ci»y on Jan. 27. 1922. 

In 1921. the memory of Warner 
was revived again when in a drive 
of the Chamber of Commerce for 
a n increase in membership, the 
early history of the Chamber was 
related, the days when Warner 
was one of the driving forces 
that kept K going. It was h* 
who gave the first annual dinner 
on the night of Jan. 10. 1888. 
having all the members as his 
jguests at the Powers Hotel. 

Gave Thlrteea-Counc Dinner 
T h e menu."' an old clipping 

resds. "consisted of thirteen 
courses. The dinner was an un
precedented thing in the history 
of Rochester. The speaking was 
not concluded until 1 o d o c k 

On" newspaper devoted seven 
columns to its report of the din
ner, beginning its story with, 
"The solid business men of Roch
ester dined together last night." 

Always active in politics. 
Warner was twice offered the 
nomination of representative 
from this district to Congress en 
th» republican ticket He once 
opposed the late George W Al-
dndge in a contest for a state 
eommiVee position, and lost to 
Mr. Aid ridge on the occasion of 
the letter's first entrance as a 
candidate 

On three occAslocs Warner wma 
chosen delegate to Republican na

tional conventions. In 1884, he 
chartrred a car to make the 
Journey to the convention city, 
and took delegates from the sur
rounding districts as his guests. 

Hi i art collection was notable, 
Inclutimg several of H«*nry Mos-
l'r's earliest works, an artist Mr. 
Warner discovered and encour
aged long before the French gov
ernment conferred upon him the 
honor of i»s patronage. 

Built for Profeasor Swift 
Ou*. of the rums of his many 

ln'.erests which were shattered 
by the panic of 1895. perhaps his 
greatest disappointment grew out 
of th*' necessity which forced him 
to withdraw financial support of 
the Warner Observatory at Arn
old Park and East Avenue. It 
was built at the instigation of 
Mr Warner in 1A82 to provide 
Professor Lewis Swift with a suit-
abie laboratory. Profeasor Swift. 
one of the most noted astrono
mers of his day. was a life-long 
friend of the patent medicine 
king. They met soon after 
Warner came to Rochester as a 
yoMr.g salesman who managed to 
retain an interest in things ar
tistic and scientific despite the 
pressure of other duties. 

At present the building may 
seem nothing more than a t'reary 
pile, but tt was the most elabor
ate structure of it* kind for many 
y?ar>. To those who knvw its 
history, tt recalls memories of a 
day when a picturesque and for
tunate adventurer in business 
came to the aid of a man of sci
ence and m^Je possible for him 
a r»altiafion of dreams that had 
sustained him through the lean 

man of the board of trust eea of 
the University of Rochester, at 
present owns the Arnold Park 
observatory site. 

The story of work accomplished 
at the observatory is intertwined 
w-ith a romantic tale based upon 
the life of the astronomer-pro
fessor. A scientist who later re
ceived the highest awards ia that 
field from many nations. Pro
fessor Swift attained to the 
heights of his profession without 
the advantages of either teaching 
or even rudimentary instruments. 

No other astronomer of his 
time." said Henry C. Maine, a 
friend, and himself a student of 
astronomy, "received so many 
medals as Dr Swift. Among them 
are the Lelande. granted by the 
French Institute and one of 
bronse granted by the Royal As
tronomical Society of London ia 
1879.-

Woa Many Medals 
Tn a letter to Mr. Maine dated 

Nov. 27. 1908. Dr. 8wift said: 
"The most honor attaches itself 
to the silver medal called the 
Lelande prise, with it went 500 
francs. I think I was the second 
or third recipient la America. 
I prise the large bronse medal 
most, as I was its first recipient. 
Jt is called the Mrs. Jackson-
Gwilt medal, and bears a medal
lion portrait of Herscbet. I have 
nine in all. No other astronomer 
has so many. 

"My first comet was an ia4e-' 
pendent discovery in 1835 (when 
Dr Swift was 15 years old)— 
Haley s, whose period is seventy-
six y e a n . My longest has a 
period af 123 years, discovered 

An ir̂ Jtserrial monument of its tima. this buildtna: Oil 
S t Paul Street was erected by Warner at the hasgkt 

. of kit buainesa aucceas. 
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